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H
AWAII… Even the name 
sounds mythical. The most 
isolated inhabited lands on 
Earth, Hawaii’s microclim-
ates have created rich land- 

scapes of volcanic deserts, lush rain-
forests, outstanding surfing beaches and 
vertiginous mountain views. 

Her diverse multicultural population 
– a fusion of Eastern and Western 
cultures blending with the traditions 
of the native Hawaiians – creates the 
perfect holiday destination.

Flying out from San Diego with 
Hawaiian Airlines, I enjoyed a 
whirlwind tour of the five islands: 
Maui, Kauai, Big Island (Hawaii), Oahu 

and Lanai. As the third largest of the 
Hawaiian Islands and home to most of 
its population, Oahu’s capital Honolulu 
is the international gateway to the 
island chain as well as the local hub. 

Honolulu Airport is a 25-minute 
cab ride from the beach-and-high-rise 
playground that is Waikiki. 

I arrived during Spring Break so the 
whole town was buzzing. The Vive Hotel 
on Kuhio Avenue was a short stroll from 
the beach and in a quiet location. 

My corner suite on the 12th floor had 
beach and Diamond Head views, and I 
made the most of the free wi-fi.

Despite its urban high-rise vibe, which 
isn’t usually my scene, I loved Waikiki. 

The resort’s full of traffic, tourists, 
hotels, luxury stores, great restaurants 
and hustlers. 

My first Hawaiian sunset from the pier 
behind the statue of Duke Kahanamoku, 
the godfather of Hawaiian surfing, was 
orange-purple-crimson breathtaking. 

And a two-hour sunset buffet cruise 
with Atlantis Cruises was a spectacular 
way to enjoy Honolulu from the water, 
while sipping a Mojito.

You can’t visit Hawaii and not take a 
surf lesson – and Waikiki’s the perfect 
place to learn. 

After a dry-run practice on Kahan-
amoku Beach – “Always look where 
you’re going, not at your feet” – we 
paddled out on 12ft boards into the 
warm, crystal-clear water. 

I had no idea how much energy you 

quarter. An easy stroll from the hotel, 
you can visit the Hawaii State Art 
Museum, Iolani Palace, Kawaiahao 
church and the Mission Houses Museum 
all in one morning. 

If retail therapy is more your bag, then 
head for Luxury Row at 2100 Kalakaua 
Avenue. 

Fashionistas and their trailing part-
ners will discover, among the palm trees, 

need just to paddle a surfboard. However, 
after many unsuccessful attempts and 
much imbibing of seawater, I stood up 
for a mighty 10 seconds. The euphoria 
was indescribable.

You definitely need sustenance before 
a surf lesson and there are myriad 
options in Honolulu – much of it catering 
for tourists and of good quality. 

The food at Duke’s, the Hawaiian 

Bottega Veneta, Chanel, Gucci, Hugo 
Boss, Tiffany, and Yves Saint Laurent.

For a fun way to see Honolulu, hop on 
the Waikiki Trolley bus. A one-day pass 
takes you across the city, from Diamond 
Head Crater lookout, with its superb 
views of the city and beach, to the Iolani 
Palace Downtown – the official home of 
the former ruling family of Hawaii. 

As with all islands in Hawaii, renting 

restaurant chain, is delicious. For 
finer dining, head for La Mer at the 
Halekulani Hotel or Alan Wong’s on 
King Street. 

Superb Hawaiian-French fusion can 
be found at Chef Mavro’s, also on King 
Street, while Nobu’s Japanese-Peruvian 
flair is on fire on Ala Moana Boulevard.

Just West of Waikiki around King 
Street, you’ll find Honolulu’s historic 

a car is essential. The scenery changes 
dramatically once you leave the city, 
from low-rise plantation-style houses 
with wraparound verandas and lush 
vegetation to multi-million dollar real 
estate nearer the coast. 

Located 24 miles from Honolulu on the 
Kamehameha Highway at the foot of the 
Ko’olau Mountain range, Kualoa Ranch 
is privately owned and a popular film 

Alohaaaaaah…Luxurious Magazine globetrotter Gina Baksa 
is impressed by the turtles, volcanoes, food, 
and luxury hotels on the five islands of Hawaii 

I swam with the sacred 
honu (Hawaiian green 
sea turtle) and watched 

him as he fed on sea 
grasses, completely 
calm in my presence
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location (Jurassic Park, Godzilla). It’s 
also a working cattle ranch.

I enjoyed a fantastic two-hour self-
drive ATV tour among the ranch’s 4,000 
acres of dramatic valleys, woods and 
highlands. 

The scenery is almost too beautiful 
to be true: green-sided mountains 
cascading down to rolling hills, scenic 
views over the turquoise deep-blue 
Pacific, and palm-lined beaches. It’s like 
a scene out of Avatar. 

Enjoy a cooling swim at beautiful 
Kahana Bay Beach Park – surrounded 
by lush mountain slopes – before 
heading to Oahu’s North Shore surfing 
Mecca.

Its commercial heart is the town of 
Haleiwa and top surfers come here to 
ride the big waves. 

Waimea Valley is a site of great 
cultural significance to Hawaiians, being 
the home of their ancient kahunas, and 
is known as the Valley of the Priests. 

Its beautiful walking trail ends at a 
spectacular waterfall where you can 
swim.

Within walking distance of Waikiki 
are the Zoo and the Aquarium, both 
recommended.

You could easily spend two weeks in 
Oahu and still only scratch the surface 
of everything this beautiful island has 
to offer.

Maui, the Valley Isle, is made up of 
two volcanoes: Haleakala (House Of 
The Sun) the larger at 10,023 ft, and 
Hale Mahina (House Of The Moon) the 
smaller at 5,7888 ft.

The island’s green-flanked mountains 
slope towards azure seas flanked by 42 
miles of pristine beaches. 

In its 729 square miles you’ll find 
invigorating waterfalls, deep hidden 
valleys, luxury resorts, five-star dining, 
whale watching, nine championship golf 
courses and fascinating heritage sites. 

I arrived at Kahului Airport and drove 
55 minutes to the Hyatt Regency at 
Kaanapali Beach. 

My base for four days, the Hyatt lies 
in 40 lush oceanfront acres. Although 
narrow, the beach here is beautiful with 
the most stunning sunsets. 

Walk up to Pu’u Keka’a – also known 
as Black Rock. Formed by an old lava 
flow, it’s a famous spot for cliff diving 
and a superb snorkelling spot.

The top suite is the Palace: 2,500 sq 
ft, three bedrooms, 3.5 baths, a living 
room, dining room, wet bar, den, office 
and large outdoor lanai. 

My corner suite had beautiful views 
over the grounds and the palm-fringed 
ocean and I could see the neighbouring 
island of Lanai across the water. 

The exclusive Regency Club lounge 
at lobby level in the Lahaina wing was 
a welcome sanctuary where I enjoyed 
breakfast, snacks throughout the day 

and light hors d’oeuvres and desserts 
each evening. 

Recommended resort restaurants are 
Japengo for Pacific Rim and local 
Hawaiian produce where Chef Gevin 
Utrillo works his culinary magic. 

I especially enjoyed a sensational 
swordfish out on the patio overlooking 
the ocean. 

Meat lovers will enjoy Son’z Steak-
house while Umalu, the casual poolside 
bar, was a great spot for light bites 
throughout the day. 

Even if you’re not staying at the Hyatt, 
don’t miss the Drums Of The Pacific 
lu’au evening, a visual journey through 
Polynesia with hula dancers, acrobats 
and drumming, all accompanying the 
traditional Imu ceremony of native 
Hawaiian cuisine including fabulous 
poi, kalua pig, poke and lomi salmon. 

I worked off my conspicuous food 
consumption at the Hyatt’s gym. You 
can also join in daily fitness classes. 

The Hawaiian Islands are a star-
spotters’ paradise and Maui is no 
exception. I loved my rooftop star-gazing 
experience with Eddie Mahoney, the 
Hyatt’s director of Astronomy. 

Thanks to his 14-inch reflector teles-
cope we saw a multitude of stars and 
star systems. 

It can be tempting to stay resortside, 
but Maui has so many attractions you 
must hire a car and explore. 

Just a 10-minute drive South is 
Lahaina, the region’s main city. This 
former capital of the Kingdom of Hawaii 
was once a whaling town and boasts a 
plethora of restaurants, shops and cafes 
along Front Street. 

Retail therapy is available at Whaler’s 
Beach with more than 90 shops, 
including Louis Vuitton, Quicksilver 
and Swarovski. 

Whale watching in Maui is amazing, 
so take a tour out into the Au’au 
Channel, off Maui’s Western shores. 

Between December and May, North 
Pacific humpback whales migrate from 
Alaska to Hawaii to mate, birth and 
nurse their calves. 

I enjoyed a superb half-day catamaran 
sail with Alli Nui. Departing from 
Maalaea Harbor, all food, drink and 
snorkel gear is all included. 

A snorkel trip on a fast catamaran to 
neighbouring Molokini is also a must. 
This crescent-shaped volcanic crater is 
between the islands of Kaho’olawe and 
Maui and I visited it with Trilogy Tours 
who supply snorkels, fins and masks. 

The water was beautifully clear with 
abundant tropical fish, turtles and even 
dolphins.  

Hawaii itself is known by its Big 
Island nickname, and justifiably so – it’s 
almost twice as large as all the other 
Hawaiian Islands combined. 

A natural showstopper, Hawaii is a 8
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magnet for visitors with its two active 
volcanoes and molten lava flows, black-
sand beaches, horse-riding ranches, 
rainforests, historical sights and superb 
surf beaches.

Arriving at Kona International Air-
port, I drove North to  my hotel, the 
beautiful Fairmont Orchid, which is set 
in 32 acres of beautiful scenery. 

After the lushness of Maui, I was 
driving through ancient black lava fields 
and feeling a palpable shift in energy. 

My guestroom had views over the 
lush waterfall gardens, and the hotel’s 
Gold experience gives guests a discreet 
private lounge with terrace where 
I enjoyed bountiful breakfasts and 
afternoon canapés.

Facing the ocean at the end of the sixth 
floor is the Fairmont Gold Presidential 
Suite, featuring a giant four-poster, a 
butler’s pantry, a formal dining room, 
a marble bathroom and a baby grand 
piano. 

Pauoa Bay – the main beach at the 
Fairmont Orchid – is home to one of the 
healthiest coral reefs in Hawaii. 

I swam with the sacred honu (Haw-
aiian green sea turtle) and watched him 
as he fed on sea grasses, completely 
calm in my presence. 

The Bay attracts colourful reef fish, 
including rays, puffers, butterflies 
and eels. It’s perfect for swimming, 
snorkelling and SUP (stand up paddling) 
and a gorgeous place to sunbathe. 

Golfers will enjoy the award-winning 
36-hole championship golf course along-
side the hotel. 

After a hard day’s sunbathing I was 
keen to wind down with a massage. The 
hotel’s Spa Without Walls comprises 
eight private outdoor waterfall huts, six 
oceanfront cabanas, and two inside. 

The hotel has eclectic dining options. I 
loved my chunky fish and chips at Hale 
Kai on the beach opposite the turtles. 

A posher option is Brown’s Beach 
House restaurant, which offers AAA 
Four Diamond cuisine and service. 

Norio’s Japanese Steakhouse And 
Sushi Bar on the garden level is also a 
great choice with its indoor and outdoor 
seating.

The Big Island has miles of beautiful 
coastline ranging from intimate sandy 
coves to black sand and wide stretches 
of the white stuff. 

Allow a full day if you want to visit the 
Volcanoes National Park. Crater Rim 
Drive is closed as the live volcano is very 
active! 

Instead, park at the Jagger Museum 
and watch the red-hot lava bubble and 
shoot from the caldera – a compelling 
sight. 

I drove an awesome 38-mile round 
trip down Chain Of Craters Road. It has 
multiple lookouts where you can stop 
and admire the lava flows. The road 
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ends at the ocean and the magnificent 
60ft-tall Holei Sea Arch. 

I was excited to join a night snorkel 
with Anelakai Adventures out of Kailua-
Kona. 

We paddled out in a double outrigger 
canoe and waited, while underneath the 
boat powerful beacon lights made the 
plankton visible to fish life. 

And soon a giant manta ray was doing 
somersaults a foot away from me, her 
giant mouth scooping up the plankton as 
she back-flipped over, again and again. 

Holding on to the boat as I floated and 
watched these beautiful creatures was 
one of the highlights of my trip to the 
islands.  

Known as the Pineapple Island, 
incomparable Lanai is the smallest 
accessible island in the Hawaiian chain 
but what she lacks in size she makes up 
for in outstanding beauty. 

She’s home to two Four Seasons’ 
Resorts – at Lanele Bay and the Lodge 
at Koele. The latter is due to reopen in 
2018.

I travelled to Lanai via Honolulu and 
loved the sophisticated Four Seasons 
Lounge at the airport. 

Interior design at Lanele is exquisite, 
using native materials in a mixture of 
textures and colours that give light, 
space and a sophisticated yet natural 
aesthetic to the public areas and guest 
rooms.

All 217 rooms and suites at the Four 
Seasons Lanai have been upgraded, with 
the top suite being the 5,137-square-
foot Alii suite ($21,000 a night), which 
includes three bedrooms, a formal dining 
room, a double Japanese soaking tub, a 
steam shower and panoramic views. 

My room had a full sliding glass wall 
that opened out on to a relaxing private 
lanai, with views of the koi carp pond 
and lush vegetation and waterfalls. 

The hotel has superb restaurant 
options. Breakfast is served at One 
Forty, a spacious lanai overlooking the 
gardens and the ocean. 

My dinner that evening was at the 
casual open-air Sports Bar & Grill. 
American food with a tasty Hawaiian 
twist, my Venison burger was incredible. 

Axis deer are abundantly wild on the 
island and provide a fresh source of 
superb meat for locals and restaurants. 

Served with local greens, heirloom 
tomatoes and the local Surfing goat 
cheese, my venison was paired with a 
delicious Kosta Browne Sonomo Coast 
Pinot. Delectable. 

Other dining options include Nobu, 
and the concession at Lanai Four 
Seasons is superb. 

It would have been easy to spend the 
entire morning over breakfast, but my 
Polaris ATV experience awaited. 

Driven by my expert guide, we made 
our way in the sunshine, weaving in and 

out of the majestic ironwood forests and 
lush valleys around the Palawi Basin, 
as well as overlooks to neighbouring 
islands. 

The highlight was a 70mph burst 
along the red earth straight at the end. 
Completely life-affirming!  

A divine massage after my speedy 
ride was wonderfully relaxing in the 
dedicated spa area. 

Couples can opt for a special spa suite 
for extra privacy and intimacy.  

The hotel’s beach at Hulapoe Bay is 
gorgeous. 

March Trade winds provided an 
invigorating surf to play in, Spinner 
dolphins come into the bay to rest, and 
you’ll often see humpbacks offshore.

The 18-hole, Jack Nicklaus-designed 
Manele golf course adjacent to the hotel 
is beautifully set on rolling green cliffs 
with stupendous views to the ocean 
below. 

The Four Seasons at Manele Bay is a 
dream made manifest – a private, exotic 
hideaway with lush tropical gardens, 
exquisite guest rooms and suites, 

superlative views over Hulapoe Bay 
and the level of service and attention 
to detail that’s synonymous with the 
brand. 

Kauai is the oldest and most Northern 
of the Hawaiian Islands. She’s known 
as the Garden Isle, thanks to her lush 
valleys, verdant mountains, tropical 
forests and beautiful waterfalls. 

She might also become known as 
the Rooster Island, as chickens have 
become feral on Kauai after escaping 
during hurricanes. There are now more 
chickens than people. 

Kauai is also the most laid-back of the 
islands… there is island time and Kauai 
time, which felt blissfully relaxing. 

By the time I’d reached Kauai I was 
the most relaxed I’d felt in years.

It was only a short drive to the plan-
tation-style Aqua Kauai Beach Resort. 

Set in 25 oceanfront acres, it has two 
restaurants, four swimming pools, a 75 
ft lava-tube slide, a fitness centre and a 
spa. The Deluxe Oceanfront Suite starts 
from $1,100 per night. 

At Shutters Lounge restaurant, I chat 

with General Manager Grant James  
over a superbly succulent swordfish. 

I’d hired a car for my trip around the 
island but a helicopter is a quick way of 
seeing much more – and as only 20% of 
Kaui is visible by road, it makes sense to 
get airborne. 

There are many helicopter companies 
on the islands – Island Helicopters is 
just one. 

A family-owned business based at 
Lihue airport, they can fly guests 
over the Mt Waialeale Crater at the 
island’s centre in addition to landing at 
Manawaiopuna Falls.

I’d booked an early morning’s boat trip 
to the Napali Coast with Capt Andy’s 
Sailing Adventures based out of Port 
Allen harbour. 

I’d seen photos of the Napali Coast 
but nothing prepared me for the sheer 
magnificence when these giant pinnacle 
cliffs became visible from the water. 

The velvet-green mountains tumble 
down into the ocean for 17 miles and are 
only accessible by boat, helicopter or a 
long hike. 

Later that afternoon I drove to the 
incredible Waimea Canyon, 14 miles 
long, a mile wide and more than 3,600 
feet deep.

A worthy rival to its larger sister on 
the US mainland, the colours of the rock 
strata in the changing light were simply 
beautiful. 

Hawaiian culture is making a welcome 
comeback after years of subjugation, 
and Smith’s Family Luau is the best on 
the island. 

Based in the sacred Wailua River 
Valley, the evening starts with a walk 
around the 30-acre gardens followed 
by the Imu ceremony where a Kalua 
pig is wrapped in leaves and cooked to 
perfection in an earthen imu oven.

For great beaches, head South to 
Poipu where you’ll snorkel with turtles 
and amazing tropical fish. 

I had the briefest of stays on Kauai 
but fell in love with its people and its 
sense of community and relaxed vibe. 

Five islands in 17 days was an 
incredible, life-affirming experience with 
the breathtaking scenery, the deep blue, 
the whales and dolphins, the warm sun 
on my back, the fresh air, mountains, 
canyons and ocean, and especially the 
warm aloha from her people. 

Mahalo, Hawaii! I can’t wait to see 
you again. 
• Gina travelled to Hawaii via San Diego 
and inter-island courtesy of Hawaiian 
Airlines.

vivehotelwaikiki.com
maui.regency.hyatt.com

fairmont.com/orchid-hawaii
fourseaons.com/lanai

kauaibeachresorthawaii.com
hawaiianairlines.com

I had the briefest of 
stays on Kauai but 
fell in love with its 

people and its sense 
of community and 

relaxed vibe


