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W
ORDSWORTH described 
Lake Como as a “treasure 
that the Earth keeps to 
itself”. Whether he was 

describing an amorous liaison with 
one of the region’s fair maidens or the 
breathtaking scenery around the lake 
itself, we can only guess, but the region 
has long seduced and inspired writers 
and artists. 

Today, Lake Como is home to both 
expats and celebrities. 

George Clooney and Richard Branson 
own sumptuous lakeside villas in this 
tranquil Italian paradise near the Swiss 
border.

Conveniently, the 28-mile long, 
Y-shaped mountain lake with its beau-
tiful mountains and forests, panoramic 
views and a plethora of lakeside villages 
to explore is just an hour’s drive from 
Milan Malpensa airport.

Arriving off the motorway, we climb in 
an air-conditioned Mercedes beyond the 
town of Como – itself worth a visit for 
its Renaissance architecture, silk shops 
and the funicular to Monte Brunate. 

Suddenly, the roads are narrower, the 
views more stupendous and even the 
birds sound happy. 

I’ve finally made it to one of my dream 
locations – and it’s even more beautiful 
than I’d imagined. 

Chestnut, mulberry, pines and palms; 
beautiful blue sky and the shimmering 
deep-blue-green Lake Como below 
bestow their magic on visitors. 

Impossible to describe adequately in 
words, the magic here is palpable.

When we arrive a mere 20 minutes 
later at the beautiful Casta Diva Resort 
& Spa, my open-mouthed awe is in 
overdrive. 

Ideally located on the Eastern shore 
near the medieval villages of Blevio and 
Torno, Casta Diva is a mesmerising 
collection of luxury villas and suites, 
most with outstanding lakeside views, 
situated on terraces among well-tended 
gardens with mature trees and exquisite 
flowers.

The main entrance, at the top of a 
steep drive, has excellent security. 

But if you’re a celebrity looking 

If it’s good 
enough 
for George 
Clooney…
Gina Baksa likes her luxury – and finds it in 
Lake Como at the Casta Diva Resort & Spa
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for privacy, you can choose to arrive 
incognito by boat at one of the villa’s 
private moorings. 

Elegantly classic, Casta Diva’s main 
villa, Villa Roccabruna, was once owned 
by Italian soprano Giuditta Pasta who 
remodelled the original house on La 
Scala in Milan – the scene of her major 
professional success. 

Her relationship with composer 
Bellini led to the villa being the favourite 
destination of 18th Century celebrities 
such as Donizetti, Stendhal, Rossini and 
Manzoni. 

I’m lost for words. The sheer beauty, 
style and magnetism of Casta Diva is 
incredible. 

A glamorous entrance with a portrait 
of Giuditta offers guests an eye-catching 
theatrical palette of rich damsons and 
ochre-mustard flooring and furnishings. 

Enter the main salon and nothing 
prepares you for the visual feast ahead: 
high ceilings, ornate cornices and 
mirrors, marble flooring and, as its 
centrepiece, a majestic sweeping marble 
staircase with three gilt chandeliers. 

Doric columns frame the most 
stunning views of Lake Como and I feel 
like a somnambulist on a movie set, such 
is the dreamlike quality of this house. 

Alas, Mr Clooney was nowhere to be 
seen, but the surroundings more than 
made up for his absence. 

Warmly sophisticated, this is a villa of 
sensuality and of dreaming.

Off the main salon are further large 
rooms – one with a massive mural clock 
that takes up most of the wall. 

High-backed purple and red antique 
chairs and chaises, marble fireplaces 
and oak-panelled ceilings complete the 
theatrical ambiance. 

Opening the French doors, we walk 
down stone steps to the beautiful 
gardens below. 

They’re immaculate: river frontage, 
shaded canopies, a cool lunch spot in 
front of the main house, and an enticing 
walkway to the other villas past 
centuries-old trees and shrubs. 

A mix of neo-classical and modern, at 
Casta Diva the views are 180 degrees of 
beauty. 

We can see across the lake as well as 
North to the fishing village of Torno. 

It’s lunchtime and so we rest in 
canopied comfort from the hot sun, the 
house a theatrical backdrop, gazing in 
awe at the bucolic lakeside vista in front 
of us. 

Fellow guests are all couples, and the 
tone is sophisticated yet relaxed. 

The lunch menu has a good selection 
of meat, fish, salads and soups – in 
addition to home-made pizza. 

On colder days the Bellini Bar inside 
the main villa offers light meals and 
snacks throughout the day as well as 
cocktails in the evening. 

After a gentle walk in the garden we 
are shown to our suite – the lavish and 
secluded Rocabruna in the main villa. 

A duplex with lounge and bathroom 
on the lower floor, and bathroom and 
bedroom above, our richly decorated 
Neo-Classical hideaway was blessed 
with dual aspect, almost 180-degree 
lake views from both balconies. 

Rich Italian fabrics and Carrera 
marble again feature highly with plush 
reds and purples everywhere and 
original Italian marble in the bathroom. 

The ideal romantic hideaway for 
couples, newlyweds and even those 
renewing their vows, Lake Como is the 
perfect backdrop to romance. 

Another portrait of the fabulous 
Giuditta Pasta hangs above our bed. 

I have a feeling I might be dreaming 
about this woman, such is her 
omnipresence. 

For guests wanting even more 
privacy, Villas Norma and Amina, in 

the grounds, are available for short-
term residency, complete with private 
housekeeping, butler and chef. 

Designed by Italian interiors maestros 
Erasmo Figini and Alice Fratti Lucini, 
they have a more modern touch with the 
use of Como silks, wood and marble. 

Amina has a wonderful full-length 
balcony on both floors with stupendous 
views of Lake Como through its floor-to-
ceiling windows. 

Villa Norma at the farthest end of the 
estate is a popular choice with celebrities 
who like to arrive by boat,  incognito, at 
the villa’s own private dock. 

Built in Neo-classical style, this three-
bedroomed villa offers guests four floors 
of completely secluded luxury. 

Enjoy a full kitchen, lakefront Jacuzzi, 
and games room with pool table and wet 
bar, a terrace and private gardens with 
additional security detail if required. 

Keen to cool down in the 86-degree 
heat, we headed for the large pontoon 8
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pool deck below. It feels very Talented 
Mr Ripley here… hot sun, cool drinks 
and amazing views. There’s a bar here, 
too. 

Ancient trees provide cooling shade, 
and as the hot afternoon turned a dusky 
orange, the fountain’s light-show came 
alive – a form of colour therapy that’s 
echoed in the amazing spa area.

Housed underneath the main villa in 
a rock-like cavern, Casta Diva’s wellness 
area is immense. 

A pool with Jacuzzi jets, a huge 
hammam that could fit a party of 30, 
a sauna for 20… everything radiates 
space and calm. 

There are four private spa suites for 
maximum indulgence: Fire, Earth, Air 
and Water. 

Each boasts its own king-sized 
waterbed, steam room, sauna and 
Jacuzzi. 

The Earth suite is my favourite. Built 
into the rock face, it’s a sexy Bond-like 
cave lair and very peaceful. 

And I love the giant tropical fish tank 
in the Water suite. You could easily 
spend the entire day luxuriating in this 
haven of tranquillity.

Other facilities in this massive 
wellness complex include a vitality pool 
with hydromassage (love those jets!); a 
Himalayan rose salt relaxation room 
that’s perfect for clearing sinuses and 
hangovers; special showers with mint 
and exotic fragrances; and a Kneipp 
circuit and ice cascade. 

The extensive range of massage and 
facial treatments use divine Sodashi 
and La Vallée products. 

I had a fabulous deep tissue massage 
with therapist Arianna Intini that put 
me in a languorous mood for a Ruinart 
Champagne aperitif on the balcony 
before our al fresco dinner on the terrace 
at the magical L’Orangerie – Casta 
Diva’s upscale fine-dining restaurant. 

As dusk fell into night, we watched 
the sunset from our lakeside table while 
Executive Chef Massimiliano Mandozzi 
and his team worked their magic in the 
kitchen. 

Chef Mandozzi is partnering with 
iconic Chef Enrico Derflingher as 
Consultant Chef to produce a series 
of culinary events at Casta Diva this 
Summer.

Only the freshest local produce is 
used, prepared with a focus on local 
traditions. 

The Gourmet menu is only served at 
dinner, together with refined tasting 
menus that change seasonally. 

After delicious hors d’oeuvres of cod 
and potato soufflé, vegetable charcoal 
with goat’s cheese, and chocolate-
covered foie gras on a fig leaf, we segued 
into starters, having opted for the 
intriguing à la carte menu. 

My friend loved her beef tartare with 
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mint, soft-smoked cheese, chamomile 
and edible silver, and I savoured my 
tangy goat’s cheese tart, adorned with 
pear mustard, raspberries and sesame 
seeds. 

Our second courses comprised pasta 
stuffed with hare meat (divine), hare 
sauce and almond butter with truffles. 

I also tasted my companion’s veal in 
potato crust, which was soft melt-in-
your-mouth juicy and tender. 

We needed a break before the mains: 
sea bass, scallop and squid with 
artichokes in a bagna caudal sauce. 

Absolutely sensational. As was my 
friend’s lamb loin with herbs, Cacio 
cheese and sea urchins. 

The wine list was superb with notable 
Italian and international varieties. 
Service was excellent: attentive without 
being intrusive. 

We walked slowly around the moonlit 
gardens after our culinary feast, silently 
taking in the stars and the magical 
atmosphere. 

Looking up, we saw the flashing lights 
of a distant aircraft that added a special 
magic to this already Elysian scene. 

I can imagine many guests remain at 
Casta Diva for the duration of their stay, 
such is the resort’s magnetic quality, 
but we were keen to explore Lake Como. 

Awaking on fine linen with a view 
to die for and a sumptuous al fresco 
breakfast overlooking the lake (does life 
get any better than this?) we headed 
early to Como for the speedy ferry to 
Bellagio. 

You can get a boat from Casta Diva’s 
own dock but the first departure was at 
11 – a little late for our 9am sail. 

You can buy a hop-on-hop-off ticket 
for the boat which lasts the whole day. 

We disembarked at Menaggio, where 
we caught the car ferry to Varenna, 
before our final destination of Bellagio. 

Varenna is stunning. We explored 
her narrow, vertiginous streets up to 
the tourist information office on Via 
Novembre, then walked around nearby 
Hotel Villa Cipressi’s gorgeous botanical 
gardens. 

The enchanting terraced garden 
gradually descends towards the water, 
rich in flowers and plants, including 
wisteria, oleander, magnolia and cactus. 

The views of the lake across to Bellagio 
were beautiful and it was here we met 
Gemma, co-owner of My Como Wedding.

“I got married here in Como,” she tells 
us. 

“My husband and I soon realised 
there was a gap in the market for good 
wedding planners. 

“So we moved out here and started our 
own company.”

They have had clients who have also 
married at Casta Diva – surely the most 
splendid backdrop for any wedding. 

I make a mental note for when I 

find my Italian Count. Dazed by the 
ethereal beauty around us, we head 
down to the harbour to catch the ferry 
across to neighbouring Bellagio. 

By now, feeling somewhat fatigued 
in the 86-degree heat, we stopped for 
a refreshing tea at the Villa Serbelloni 
and fortified ourselves with superb 
Italian coffee. 

A short stroll to the lakeside and we 
found Florence restaurant, the trailing 
plane trees and wisteria providing a 
welcome canopy to enjoy our Parmesan 
omelette and lasagne. 

Service was fast, attentive and the 
food delicious... fresh ingredients and 
quite possibly the best omelette I’ve ever 
tasted. 

It’s easy to travel between the golden 
triangle villages of Bellagio, Menaggio 
and Varenna in one day, but I’d 
recommend taking it slowly, especially 
in the Summer heat. 

As well as the villages, there are 
world-famous villas to explore: d’Este, 
Carlotta, Melzi and Balbianello (used as 
a backdrop in Star Wars: Attack Of The 
Clones), all with beautiful gardens and 
stunning lakeside vistas. 

No wonder Lake Como has inspired 
creatives from Wordsworth to George 
Lucas.

Nestled in verdant, luxuriant surr-
oundings, Como, for the most part, is 
about refinement and luxury. 

It’s a place to relax and enjoy sensual 
and visual pleasures, despite the tourist 
hordes in peak season (tip: visit in late 
Spring or mid-September). 

The local people are friendly and 
welcoming, and English is widely 
spoken. 

The city of Como, with its Renaissance 
architecture, is also worth an hour or 
two of your time. 

Take the funicular up to the mountain 
town of Brunate. 

There’s a taxi rank near the station 
for a ride back to Casta Diva. Or just call 
the hotel and they will send a car. 

The region is completely enchanting 
and beguiling. 

On the Western side, stark rock faces 
the softer wooded slopes and undulating 
hillsides on the East. 

And when you’re staying in a hotel 
as beautiful and luxurious as the Casta 
Diva Resort & Spa, you’ll realise you’ve 
found Nirvana – as we did. 

Composer Franz Liszt once said: 
“When you write the story of two happy 
lovers, let the story be set on the banks 
of Lake Como.” 

He’s right. Lake Como is quite 
possibly the most romantic destination 
in Europe. 

castadivaresort.com
visitcomo.eu/en

mycomowedding.com8


