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Audiovisual add-ons Everyman cinema, Trinity Leeds
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C&IT suggests 
venues for small, 

medium and 
large groups in 

Leeds, where 
sublime sporting 
venues combine 

with lofty 
terraces and 

a 19th-century 
landmark. By  

Jack Carter

LEEDS

Companies looking for breakout space will find a 
great supply of diverse and stylish options at Leeds 
Beckett University’s James Graham building 
surrounding the grandiose 350-delegate Great 
Hall. Exhibitions, boardroom meetings and 
theatre-style conferences for 14 to 70 delegates can 
be held in three separate spaces, while five more 
lecture theatres can host larger breakouts.

UP TO 350
The likes of Rooftop Cinema Club and Everyman 
Cinema have been reinventing the movie-going 
experience over the past few years, and the 
corporate market is starting to pay attention. 

Operating one of the largest networks of 
boutique theatres in the UK, Everyman Cinema’s 
venue in Trinity Leeds is a unique option for private 
events. With five screens hosting group sizes from 
32 to 230, delegates can relax in the comfort of 
luxury couches while audiovisual technologies 
bring the content to life. A bar and restaurant lends 
itself suitably for pre- and post-receptions.

Headingley Stadium is the heart of the thriving 
Leeds suburb and its modern event space has 
attracted companies from around the country, 
especially when the England cricket team is in 
town. The Long Bar is one of its most popular 
spaces, hosting gala dinners for up to 350, while 
the Executive and Premier Suites can welcome 140 
and 250 theatre-style respectively.

Northern
UP TO 75
Since the 1970s, Leeds has been the epicentre of 
some of the UK’s most powerful musical 
movements, from acid house to Britpop, and  
The Warehouse has lived through them all. In 2010 
the famous music venue was restored and has 
transformed into one of the city’s most appealing 
and versatile event spaces, hosting award 
ceremonies, fashion shows and gala dinners, as 
well as club nights once again. The Warehouse has 
two adjoining spaces, The Loft and The Garage, 
which can seat groups of up to 50 and 70, while the 
venue has become extremely popular for small and 
intimate gatherings in a memorable setting. 

From its lofty nest at the top of the city centre’s 
Trinity Leeds shopping complex, Crafthouse’s 
opulent private dining space and summer terrace 
can cater for groups of 16 to 80 in the heart of 
town. Private BBQs have been a hit all summer, 
especially as the space comes with an additional 
indoor area, just in case the weather takes a turn, 
but its views over the city are a huge draw. 
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According to the city’s 
CVB Conference Leeds, 
Horizon Leeds is one of 
the most unique 
conference venues 
around. “With state-of-
the-art technology, 
including AMX touch 
screens in each room, 
iPads available for 

conference delegates and even a touch screen coffee 
table, Horizon is an innovative venue,” says head of 
Conference Leeds Jennifer Young. Furthermore, the 
venue, which has three spaces, including a 
160-delegate plenary suite, is part of the NHS 
Confederation, which means that any profit made is 
reinvested into the NHS. 

1,000+
With a capacity for 1,200 delegates, Leeds Town 
Hall is one of the largest and most stunning heritage 
venues in the city centre. The Victoria Hall has 
become a landmark and is a popular attraction for 

visitors. With the pipes of its 19th-century organ 
spread across the back wall and the intricately 
patterned ceiling arching high above, it has been 
restored to create a memorable space for functions.

The Royal Armouries Museum boasts one of 
Europe’s proudest collections of British and foreign 
military weapons, with 70,000 artifacts, and the 
venue’s ten event spaces are where some of its most 
prized exhibits are kept. Its two largest spaces 
include the Royal Armouries Hall, which can host 
theatre-style conferences for up to 1,000 delegates, 
while its latest venue – the blank-canvas New Dock 
Hall – welcomes receptions of up to 1,500.
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LEEDS

THE BRIEF
Global food brand Dr Oetker has 
offices around the world, 
including its commercial head 
office in Leeds. The company 
invited 40 members of staff for 
a product development meeting 
focusing on its pizza range; 
however, there was a twist. As 
well as the necessary meeting 
facilities to host breakout 
sessions and a lunch for 
40 people, Dr Oetker needed a 
kitchen that allowed it to present 
its new products to the team.

“We have difficulty in finding a 
venue that lets us use its own 

kitchen to cook our products and 
has all of the available meeting 
space to allow for several 
breakouts and activities,” says 
Laura Crosbie, marketing 
assistant at Dr Oetker. “We had 
used Dine at The Mansion for an 
event previously so had 
confidence the team could 
deliver exactly what we needed.”

THE EVENT
Delegates arrived at the venue, 
located 15 minutes north of 
Leeds city centre, in the morning 
with teas, coffees and pastries 
provided by the venue. At 10am, 

CASE ST U DY

Dr Oetker’s super 
service in Leeds

the delegates moved into 
breakout spaces across two 
floors of the building that can 
host a total of 200 delegates.

While this was happening, the 
kitchen was being used to 
prepare Dr Oetker’s pizza 
products, which were going to be 
sampled at lunchtime, alongside 
food that the venue’s catering 
team had already prepared.

The meetings restarted after 
lunch and carried on until 3pm, 
when the venue provided 
afternoon tea for all 40 
delegates, then a final briefing 
took place in the Barran room.

Shining light Royal 
Armouries Museum’s 

New Dock Hall

FACT FILE
Who

Dr Oetker

What
Product development meeting

When
April 2016

Where
Dine at The Mansion, Leeds

How many
40

Crosbie explains: “The event 
needed to engage our marketing 
and commercial teams, and 
provide space to interact.”

THE VERDICT
Dr Oetker was delighted with 
how the venue went above and 
beyond to cater for its needs 
during a complicated schedule. 

“From the word go, Dine at 
The Mansion were so helpful. 
They were always on hand on the 
day and helped us clear down at 
the end. All in all, a great venue 
with great staff and we wouldn’t 
hesitate to use them again.”


