
Exhilarating 
expeditions

Off the beaten track 
(top) Kinabatangan River; 
(above) Four Points hotel; 
(below) Sepilok Orangutan 

Rehabilitation Centre
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Jack Carter explores magical Malaysia for three truly 
memorable experiences that will the hit the spot

for groups in search of the ultimate incentive

MALAYSIA

A trip to a wildlife lodge along 
the Kinabatangan River to spot 
orangutans and other exotic wildlife
The Kinabatangan River, which flows down the 
northeastern tip of Malaysian Borneo, is one of the 
best areas to catch a glimpse of the island’s unique 
wildlife amid the abundant rainforests. On the 
banks of the river sits the Sukau River Lodge. The 
20-room retreat is in the heart of the jungle where 
animals including many tropical birds, orangutans 
and Borneo pygmy elephants roam in their natural 
habitat. 

Located nearly halfway between Sukau and the 
nearest city Sandakan is the Sepilok Orangutan 
Rehabilitation Centre, which cares for up to 80 
orphaned orangutans across 43km2 of protected 
land. Groups can take the walk through the park to 
watch their morning feeding before making the rest 
of the journey to Sukau to enjoy a candlelit dinner 
overlooking the riverbank at the lodge’s Melapi 
Restaurant. Delegates are also free to explore the 
lodge’s boardwalk where orangutans are often 
spotted, as well as embarking on river cruises to spot 
other exotic wildlife.

How to do it: The Sukau Rainforest lodge is best 
reached by Sandakan, where its airport serves 
regular flights daily to and from Kuala Lumpur. 
Transfer time to the lodge is less than two hours, 
with the Sepilok Orangutan Rehabilitation Centre 
located on the way. For an extended stay in the 
Sabah region, check in to the 300-room Four Points 
by Sheratan Sandakan, an ideal base for city exploits 
including the Sandakan Heritage Trail.

An overnight trip to a Sabah tea 
plantation in the Borneo mountains
One of the few organic tea farms on the planet, 
Sabah Tea Garden offers an exhilarating break from 
the city among the rolling hills surrounding Mount 
Kinabalu. While still being a significant harvester 
and manufacturer of tea leaves, the plantation has 
expanded into a recreational resort. It provides 
a variety of exciting activities for groups since it 
proved too difficult to keep visitors away from the 
beautiful scenery that encircles the garden.

Thanks to a range of on-site accommodation 
options, the views and the nature can be enjoyed 
night and day. Groups are invited to arrive in the 
morning in time for the tea factory tour where as 
well as learning about the history of the property, 
visitors are able to pick their own tea leaves with the 
locals to ferment in time to take home.

Activities throughout the rest of the stay include 
teambuilding and obstacle courses, jungle and river 
trekking and midnight insect walks. 



Three types of accommodation are on offer 
for groups wishing to extend their visit, 
including several cottages that can sleep up to 
three people deep inside the woods.

How to do it: Kota Kinabalu park is located 
just an hour’s drive from the Sabah Tea 
Garden and two hours from Sabah’s capital 
Kota Kinabalu, which is reached by regular 
daily flights from Kuala Lumpur. The park is 
a great base camp thanks to the wide range of 
experiences on offer nearby, from wildlife 
adventures to trips to the Poring Hot Springs, 
with the Kinabalu Pine Resort offering luxury 
private residences as well as dining and 
conference facilities.

A private cooking lesson with 
one of Kuala Lumpur’s top chefs
While some delegates may prefer low-octane 
activities amid serene countryside, others 
can’t wait to get their hands dirty and dive 
head first into an all-action adventure. What 
binds groups together, however, is food and 
traversing a city the size of Kuala Lumpur 
looking for an experience that will create a 
lasting memory is a serious challenge.

Kuala Lumpur’s gastronomy scene is 
influenced by a variety of its Asian and 
Indonesian neighbours, so much so that 
Malaysian cuisine is often quite far down the 
pecking order. Bucking this trend is Bijan 

Restaurant, a formidable eatery that is 
elevating the city’s native cuisine to the top of 
the food chain. It is one of the most popular 
restaurants in town, led by head chef Zulkifli 
bin Razali. 

Instead of private dining in Kuala Lumpur’s 
hottest restaurant, surprise the group with 
a private cooking lesson from the head chef. 
The activity begins with a trip to the famous 
Chow Kit markets to collect fresh produce to 
be used to create the group’s own traditional 
Malaysian dish. Bin Razali will coach the 
group through the basics before serving up 
their delicious creations for lunch.

How to do it: Centrally located and near the 
city’s famous Golden Triangle territory, Bijan 
Restaurant is easily reached from several 
luxury properties such as Mandarin Oriental 
and Shangri-La, both offering high-end stays 
in the heart of the city.
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Watery wonderland
Bohey Dulang island
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Starwood Hotels & 
Resorts Worldwide 
announced the opening of 
the St Regis Langkawi 
hotel to conference and 
incentive groups in March. 
The property is the first 
all-suite resort to open on 
Malaysia’s 99-island 
archipelago, coined the 
‘Jewel of Kedah’. A total of 
85 luxury bedrooms are on 
offer for C&I groups, 
including 20 pool suites 
with cabanas and patio 
suites.

The six bars and 
restaurants in the hotel 
grounds include the 
L’Orangerie Signature 
Restaurant and the 
Asian-inspired Kayuputi 
Specialty Restaurant, as 
well as two bars 

specialising in wines, 
whiskies, cocktails and 
champagne.

Meetings can be held in 
the Astor Ballroom, 
which is the property’s 
largest event space and 
seats up to 300 delegates 
theatre-style. A further 
five meeting rooms can 
host groups from six to 
200 delegates.

The luxury Starwood 
brand didn’t stop there, 
with the opening of the 
St Regis Kuala Lumpur 
hotel in the city’s Sentral 
Precinct. The new hotel 
features more than 
10,000m2 of private event 
space and modern 
features, including its 
notable LED video wall 
projection system in the 

Grand Ballroom. Acting as 
a LED digital canvas, the 
projector aims to immerse 
guests into a virtual 
reality simulation, 
providing images and 
sounds through 
panoramic displays.

Completing the hat 
trick of Starwood 
openings in Malaysia is 
the W Kuala Lumpur, 
due to open in March 
2018 opposite the iconic 
Petronas Twin Towers 
and within easy transfer 
to the Kuala Lumpur 
Convention Centre. Once 
complete, the property 
will offer 1,495m2 of 
meeting and event space 
with modern audiovisual 
technology in each of its 
seven meeting spaces. 

Total capacity is set at 
150 delegates.

Opening in early 2017 
inside the high-rise 
development, ‘The 
Establishment’, will be 
the luxury boutique hotel 
Alila Bangsar. As well as 
bringing an additional 127 
rooms to central Kuala 
Lumpur, the property will 
include an infinity pool 
and rooftop bar, while the 
lobby will be situated on 
the 40th storey promising 
stunning views of the city. 
On the ninth floor will be 
Spa Alila, which will offer 
treatments inspired by 
traditional Asian 
methods.

Also due for completion 
in 2017 is the highly 
anticipated Four Seasons 
Hotel Kuala Lumpur. 
Located inside a 65-storey 
tower next to the Kuala 
Lumpur’s City Centre 
development, the five-star 
property will include more 
than 230 rooms as well as 
the brand’s luxury private 
residences and a high-end 
shopping mall on the 
ground floor.
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Starwood’s trio 
hits the heights

Plentiful suites
St Regis Langkawi


