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World news

Trump accuses 
ex-FBI chiefs of 
manufacturing 
‘fake memos’ 

Colombia’s first measles 
case since 2015 exposes 
danger across its borders

By Julie Allen in Washington

DONALD TRUMP intensified his attack 
on the FBI yesterday, calling for notes 
of conversations with him, written by 
former director James Comey and his 
recently fired deputy Andrew McCabe, 
to be written off as “fake memos”.

He accused Mr Comey of lying under 
oath during evidence to a senate 
 committee last year and condemned 
the  investigation led by Robert Mueller 
into Russian election meddling as over-
whelmingly staffed by Democrats.

Mr Trump’s early morning Twitter 
salvo came after a long weekend of ag-
gression from the president, triggered 
by the firing on Friday of Mr McCabe.

He wrote: “Spent very little time 
with Andrew McCabe, but he never 
took notes when he was with me. I 
don’t believe he made memos except to 
help his own agenda, probably at a later 
date. Same with lying James Comey. 
Can we call them Fake Memos?”

Mr Trump’s remarks refer to news 
that both men kept contemporaneous 
notes of interactions with the president 
which are now with the Mueller team.

It is believed they support the view 
that Mr Trump sought to obstruct 
 justice by asking Mr Comey to drop an 
inquiry into Michael Flynn, his former 
national security adviser. The  president 
has always denied he put any pressure 
on the former director.

Mr McCabe is known to have had at 
least three meetings with Mr Trump 
and, according to Associated Press, his 

records include details of his interac-
tions with the president and his recol-
lection of those he had with Mr Comey.

He was fired by Jeff Sessions, the 
 attorney general, after an investigation 
found he made leaks to the media and 
that he had been less than candid  under 
oath during interviews. He was two 
days away from retiring on a full 
 pension after 21 years’ service.

Mr Trump appeared to delight in the 
development, declaring Friday a “great 
day for the hardworking men and 
women of the FBI” and describing Mr 
Comey as “sanctimonious”.

In turn, Mr Comey, who publishes a 
book next month, said: “The American 
people will hear my story very soon. 
And they can judge for themselves who 
is honourable and who is not.”

The spat continued yesterday when 
Mr Trump accused Mr Comey of lying 
under oath at a hearing last May, when 
he denied he was the source of leaks. 
He later admitted to authorising a leak.

“Wow, watch Comey lie under oath 
to Senator G when asked “have you 
ever been an anonymous source... or 
known someone else to be an anony-
mous source...?” He said strongly 
“never, no.” He lied as shown clearly on 
@foxandfriends.”

Mr McCabe said he was sacrificed as 
part of Mr Trump’s war on the FBI and 
partly to undermine the special coun-
sel investigation. A lawyer for Mr 
 McCabe said: “We will not respond to 
each childish, defamatory, disgusting 
and false tweet by the president.”

COLOMBIA has largely prevented war, 
death and famine from spilling over 
from Venezuela, its perpetually trou-
bled neighbour, but it may be that it  
has failed to stop that final apocalyptic 
scourge – pestilence.

The fourth Horseman of the Apoca-
lypse is more persistent: for Colombian 
health officials last week announced the 
country’s first case of measles in years.

Declining vaccination rates in the 
developed world combined with vul-
nerable populations displaced from 
conflict zones ensure that diseases 
evade eradication.

At a press conference in Medellin, 
Colombia, Alejandro Gaviria, the 
health minister, confirmed that an un-
vaccinated 14-month-old boy who ar-
rived in the city from Caracas is the 
country’s first measles case since 2015.

Now Colombian authorities are 
tracking down the 32 people most 
likely to have been exposed to the boy 
so that they can be vaccinated

“Fortunately, here in Colombia, we 
have a relatively calm situation. Our 
vaccination rates [for measles] are 100 
per cent,” Mr Gaviria said.

In 2014, the World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) announced that Colombia 
was entirely free of measles, however, 
Venezuela suffered an outbreak in Sep-
tember last year with 34 cases con-
firmed in its Bolivar region. A report 
from Venezuelan health groups has 
warned that at least 1.15 million babies 
have not been vaccinated since 2007. 

Prof Peter Openshaw, the president 

of the British Society for Immunology 
told The Daily Telegraph that measles is 
a particularly virulent disease that can 
lead to serious complications for some.

“In a population where no one is vac-
cinated, it is estimated that each per-
son with measles would, on average, 
pass the infection on to eight other 
people – an extraordinarily high rate of 
transmission,” he said.

He added that in England and Wales 
in 1967, the year before the vaccine was 
introduced, there were 460,407 cases 
of measles, but in the past few years, 
there have only been around 130 cases.

“Herd immunity” is the key to mea-
sles vaccination: from 2000 to 2016, it 
prevented an estimated 20.4 million 
deaths globally. But there has been a 

major caveat to this success. February 
marked two decades since The Lancet, 
the medical journal, published the 
now-infamous research paper of An-
drew Wakefield, who falsely linked the 
MMR (measles, mumps and rubella) 
vaccine to autism. 

It was only after investigative jour-
nalist Brian Deer thoroughly debunked 
the claims that Wakefield’s co-authors 
and the journal retracted the paper.

However, the damage was done. 
Since the paper’s release, UK families 
experienced more than 12,000 cases of 
measles, hundreds of hospitalisations 
and at least three deaths.

Prof Openshaw warns that  
under-vaccination  threatens to undo 
decades of work.

“In September 2016, the Americas 
were the first region in the world to be 
declared free of measles. This was the 

culmination of a 22-year effort of mass 
vaccination costing many millions of 
dollars,” he said.

“But infectious diseases don’t 
 respect borders. If the vaccination pro-
gramme breaks down in one country, 
that makes it much more likely that 
cases will be imported into another.”

In Boa Vista, the Brazilian city clos-
est to the Venezuelan border, there is 
an ongoing measles outbreak. As of 
early March, there were eight con-
firmed cases – all in children – includ-
ing one fatality.

Measles is not the only threat. Fig-
ures provided to The Daily Telegraph 
by Colombia’s health ministry show an 
increasing number of diseases being 
brought into the country.

From the beginning of 2017 until 
mid-February 2018, 882 Venezuelans 
arrived at Colombian health clinics 
with malaria, 15 with dengue fever, 93 
with HIV/Aids, 52 with tuberculosis 
and two with diptheria.

One of those patients, a Venezuelan 
toddler, died of diptheria in January. 

Prof Jonathan Ball, a molecular 
 virologist from the University of 
Nottingham, said this problem was 
present in conflict zones across the 
world.

“Any country that has low vaccina-
tion rates is prone to outbreaks,” he 
said. “Due to unrest in conflict zones, 
vaccine programmes break down and 
vaccinations just don’t happen.”

Unhelpfully, the manufacturer of the 
MMR vaccine also recommends the 
medicine should be kept in a fridge 
with an uninterrupted power supply – 
something that’s hard to come by such 
places as Venezuela, Syria and Yemen.

Prof Openshaw says new outbreaks 
of measles is “a global problem”. Mean-
while, Colombian authorities continue 
to be alert, but not alarmed.

“For now, we’re calm but we can’t let 
our guard down,” Mr Gaviria said.

Time travellers 
Catherine Zeta-Jones 
and Michael Douglas 
show how times have 
changed by 
recreating a pose 

from 10 years ago, 
left, in the same 
location in Quebec 
with Dylan, 17, and 
Carys, 14. “As time 
goes by! Outside our 

cottage in Canada” 
wrote the actress, 48, 
as she shared the 
family photographs 
showing her with her 
73-year-old husband 

Special report 

By Andrew Wight  
in Medellin

‘Infectious diseases don’t 
respect borders. The 
outbreak of measles is 
a global problem’

Number of Britons studying in US falls to seven-year low
By Ben Riley-Smith US Editor 

THE number of Britons granted  visas 
to study in the United States has fallen 
to a seven-year low under Donald 
Trump, analysis by The Daily Telegraph 
has found.

Fewer than 4,500 UK students were 
given the right to attend a US school or 
university in 2017, according to official 
figures. Last year’s number was lower 
than at any point since 2010, amount-
ing to a six per cent drop during 

Mr Trump’s first year in office. Experts 
suggested the fall was partly explained 
by Britons being put off from studying 
in the US due to the current “unwel-
coming” climate. It is not just Britain 
that is affected, far fewer students from 
across the EU as well as from China and 
India were receiving US visas.

Mr Trump won the White House 
with an election campaign built on bor-
der security and protecting the coun-
try from illegal immigration.

State Department figures show 

4,470 Britons were granted an F-1 visa, 
which allows for study in the US, in 
the 2017 financial year, compared with 
4,753 in 2016. 

The number of British students rose 
for most of Barack Obama’s presidency, 
but fell in his final year. That fall esca-
lated on Mr Trump’s watch. Around 
400,000 US student visas were  issued 
in 2017, down 16 per cent on 2016.

The reason for the fall is unclear, but 
some experts claim that the heated US 
political debate around immigration 

could be putting off British students. 
Lynden Melmed, a partner at Berry Ap-
pleman & Leiden, one of the US’s lead-
ing immigration law firms, said the 
perception of tighter immigration rules 
could be a factor. “Even if someone has 
been admitted to an American college, 
there’s no guarantee they will be issued 
a visa by the US government,” he said. 

A State Department spokesman said: 
“We want students to know that they 
should continue to apply to study in the 
United States.”

Closing thoughts 
Performers dance 
at the closing 
ceremony of the 
2018 Winter 
Paralympics in 
Pyeongchang, 
South Korea, 
yesterday. Menna 
Fitzpatrick, the 
skier, and Jen 
Kehoe, her guide, 
who won Britain’s 
only gold of the 
games, led the 
national team into 
the Olympic 
Stadium. Andrew 
Parsons, president 
of the International 
Paralympic 
Committee, paid 
tribute to Stephen 
Hawking, the 
scientist who 
passed away last 
week, in his closing 
speech, describing 
him as an 
‘inspiration to us all’.
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