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Honey bees offer kids a sweeter life

BY Amy Fallon

LEARNING how to keep 
bees and collect their 
honey can give you a real 
buzz. 
A group of Ugandan school chil-
dren have found just that and hope 
their new skills will lead to sweet 
rewards. 

About 20 kids aged between six 
and 10 took part in a bee-keeping 
workshop on September 4 run by 
Malaika Honey, which was founded 
by an Australian, Simon Turner, in 
2006.  

FARMS WITH EMPTY HIVES 
About 80 per cent of Ugandans rely 
on farming for a living. 

But when Mr Turner first came to 
Uganda 12 years ago, he saw farms 
with empty and uncared for bee 
hives, and no honey. 

Today Malaika, which has its own 
brand of honey, teaches people 
about bee-keeping and gives them 
the right tools.

SAFE FROM STINGS
The parents of one student, Lucky 
Nuwamanya, who’s nine, have 
bought a hive and Lucky is learn-
ing how to set it up and get honey 
to sell. 

Lucky’s school is the Riverside 
Mbazzi Primary, which was set up 

by the Australian charity School for 
Life Foundation, in Mpigi village, an 
hour’s drive from Uganda’s capital, 
Kampala.

Malaika and the students made an 
apiary, a place where bees and bee 
hives are kept. 

The children learnt how to smoke 
the bees using a smoker – a metal 
can they filled with lemon grass 
that makes flames which come out 
of a hole in the top – to help calm 
the bees and protect the kids from 
stings.

 SWEET MEDICINE
“Bee-keeping is good,” says Lucky. 
“My parents can get honey from 
that bee hive and sell it.” 

Lucky plans to teach them what 
he’s learnt. 

Another student, Sharon Nakampi, 
who’s eight, says proudly: “I now 
know how to smoke the bees. 
I want to do more bee-keeping 
because bees give us honey and 
act as medicine.” 

A WAY OUT OF POVERTY
Janepher Nansubuga, the schools 
director of the School for Life 
Foundation, says they hope to sell 
honey at the local markets. 

“Bee-keeping is a good way for 
Ugandans to lift themselves out of 
poverty,” she says.  

SKILLS FOR LIFE
Mr Turner says that through 
bee-keeping children can learn 
skills for everyday life.

The honey bee is fascinating, he 
says. It’s been around for more than 
400 million years, while human 
ancestors have been around for 
only three million years. 

“To study bees is to study life, and 
perhaps in some ways we learn 
more about ourselves,” he says.
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Top, Lucky Nuwamanya, 9, a student of Riverside Mbazzi Primary School in Uganda, 
who recently took part in a bee keeping workshop. Above left, students learning how 
to smoke bees during workshops. Above right, the Australian founder of the social 
enterprise Malaika Honey, Simon Turner, with students.  PHOTOS  Amy Fallon

Hurricane Irma strikes and strikes again

On September 10, hurricane Irma 
hit Florida, bringing winds of 210 
kilometres an hour.

And the sea along the state’s west 
coast was surging up to 4.6 metres 
– enough to cover a house.

The hurricane, also known as a 
tropical cyclone, caused about $1.74 
billion damage in the Caribbean 
French territories of St Martin and 
St Barts before it hit the US.

The disaster is “one of the worst 

experienced by France in 35 years”, 
says a French insurance company, 
CCR.

The damage right across the 
Caribbean has been estimated at 
more than $12.4 billion.

People who were in the islands as it 
passed through said in some areas 
only buildings made of concrete are 
still standing.
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JUST weeks after a huge storm tore through Texas, 
millions of Americans in another state were told to 
leave their homes because of hurricane Irma.

Earth shakes
The biggest earthquake to strike 
Mexico in a century was felt by 
millions of people across two 
countries.

The 8.2-magnitude quake 
struck southern Mexico late on 
September 7 and more than 61 
people died.

Buildings crumbled and more 
than one million people lost 
power to their homes.

The quake hit in the Pacific Ocean 
about 120 kilometres south-west 
of the town of Tres Picos, in far 
southern Chiapas state, says the 
US Geological Survey. 
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Left, Tati Roberts from Key West, Florida, walks away from the Higgs Beach pier on 
September 9 ahead of hurricane Irma striking the US state.   
PHOTO  Rob O’Neal/The Washington Post/Getty Images
Above, a man in Juchitan de Zaragoza tries to open the door of his car, crushed by a 
collapsed wall after Mexico’s most powerful earthquake in 100 years struck on  
September 7.  PHOTO  Pedro Pardo/AFP/Getty Images


