
Kelimutu Lake: Three Harmonious 
Colors in Nusa Tenggara 

Lies on the Eastern part of Indonesia, East Nusa Tenggara is recently gaining 

more popularity as more tourists come to Komodo Island and Labuan Bajo. Eastern part 

of Indonesia is clearly not as touristy-crowded as the Western part. But wait, East Nusa 

Tenggara is a vast province with a lot of gems to be discovered. Including, one of 

Indonesia’s oldest natural wonder: Kelimutu Lake. This lake is utterly special, it has 

once painted in Indonesia’s currency of IDR 500. Kelimutu Lake is also known as 

“Three-Colors Lake”, as it has three large lakes with (almost always) different colors.  

Its name, Kelimutu, roots from the local words Keli (mountain) and Mutu 

(boiling). Quite simply, Kelimutu Lake lies on volcanic mountain with the same name, 

thus it’s called boiling mountain. Reaching this lake needs a little bit of efforts. First, 

tourist could get a flight to Ende, Flores. After which, they could rent a car or join with 

local tour travel for a two-hours road trip. It’s a bumpy ride, but the view along the way 

is something worth-staying-awake for. Unlike the view of big cities in Java, East Nusa 

Tenggara offers far more exotic and picturesque sight with immense savannah and 

preserved nature at its best. Arriving at Moni, tourists could get a room to rest, or wait 

until the dawn (around 3 AM) to start hiking the trek to Kelimutu Lake. 

The hill to Kelimutu has been completed with modest wooden stairs. But people 

should be really careful, because Kelimutu Mountain is full with rocky hill, and hiking at 

3 AM means there are no proper lights to show the path. The weather is very cold and 

the oxygen gets thinner as we climb higher and higher. It would take approximately 40 

minutes to reach the top, wherein we could see the actual three-colors lake in a 

harmonious ambience. 

What’s so special about Kelimutu Lake is the colors of the lakes keep changing 

without any sign or clear explanation. There are three lakes: Tiwu Nuwa Muri Koo Fai 

(usually in blue-ish color),  Tiwu Ata Polo (red-ish), and Tiwu Ata Mbupu (white-color). No 

one knows for sure why these three lakes keep transforming their colors in a random 

occurence. Researchers have guessed that the combination of volcanic activities, 

microbiotic, hidrothermal, and geochemicals factors affected these lakes. Sometimes 

Kelimutu Lake could show red-blue-white colors, or green-red-black, brown-red-tosca, 

white-red-black, and any other color combinations. Each lake transforms color 

unpredictably. For example, in the period of 1915-2011, Ata Polo changes color 44 

times, while Nua Muri Koo Fai 25 times, and Ata Mbupu 16 times. It is strange and it 

remains a mystery even for the local people, too. They add that each lake is the place 

where all of people’s spirits rest after they die. That is why, every once in a while, they 

put ritual offerings to the spirits.   

 After reaching the view point of Kelimutu, tourists could relax while waiting for 

the first glare of color from the sunrise. The foggy morning would give an impressive 

scene so absurdly beautiful while revealing slowly the beautiful colors of each Kelimutu 



lake. At around 5 AM, the red dot starts appearing on the horizon, which unhurriedly 

expose a beautiful sunrise with red, orange, and yellow mixture of sky colors. Beneath 

the sky, the fog has disappeared and replaced by a contrast image of three-colors lake, 

the Kelimutu. People often say, sunrise in Kelimutu is one of the best they’ve ever 

witnessed. Which is why, it’s important to make sure the weather is bright for the day, 

because if the rain starts coming, the scenery would not be as beautiful. 

 

Kelimutu Lake is certainly one of the hidden gems East Nusa Tenggara has to offer. Lots 

more to be discovered, for sure. But starting with little path leading to the beautiful 

sunrise above the three-colors lake, you will fall in love with the province as the time 

goes by. They don’t have theme parks, but their raw nature is amazing. They don’t have 

glimmering city lights, but their stars are shining brightly every night. They don’t have 

the fanciest restaurant, but a plate of sweet yam made by local people would feel as 

good, if not better. Go visit East Nusa Tenggara and have an adventure! 

 

Additional information: 

Entrance fee: 

Weekdays: IDR 3,000 

Weekends and Holidays: IDR  5,000 


