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One could spend a lifetime immersed in 
the arts and culture scene of Paris and 
still fail to capture it all. From age-old   
institutions to cutting edge galleries,     
neoclassical theaters to brazenly modern 
designs, these venues  each of them 
uniquely inspiring  leave vivid imprints 

adieu to this city. 

Arts & Culture 

The Rodin Museum
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Centre Pompidou 
Place Georges Pompidou 
location: 4th Arrondissement 
t: + 33 (0) 1 44 78 12 33  
www.centrepompidou.fr 
hours: daily 11 am to 9 pm  
The Centre Georges Pompidou (also known as the 
Pompidou Center) is a phenomenal sight. Conceived 
by two young winners of an architectural design 
competition, this famous example of high-tech archi-
tecture uses external color-coded ducts (such as 
blue for air, red for movement) to keep the interior 
spacious and fluid. The complex now houses a vast 

20th century art (with over 60,000 works), and 
IRCAM, a center for musical and acoustic research. 
Here, the great names of last century (Picasso, Dalí, 
and Giacometti) contrast seamlessly with contempo-
rary stars (Penone, Boltanski, and Rondinone). 

 
multidisciplinary mission by combining visual arts, 
architecture, design, cinema, multimedia, and 
documentary collections, with magnificent results 
that have included Les Magiciens de la Terre 
(Magicians of the Earth), Les Années Pop (The Pop 
Art Years) and even  (Hitchcock 
and Art). Despite 14,000 square meters of exhibi-
tion halls, only a portion of works are shown at any 
given time ensuring the frequent return of many 
adoring visitors.

Lectures, Talks, and More 
A varied program of lectures 
and workshops runs throughout 
the year, and the online calendar 
is updated regularly. For those 
proficient in the French language, 
lecturers, artists, art historians, 
or architects lead various guided 
tours of the major works and of 
the modern and contemporary 
collections. For those not wishing 
to venture away from their 
mother tongue, tours of the 
collections are also provided 
every Sunday in English. 
 
Families and Children 
Twice-weekly workshops for 
children up to age 10 are available 

 
gallery and museum following 
the visit. Impromptu workshops 
also occur at no charge. Family 
Sundays comprise a variety of 
gallery and various workshops, 
while daily family activities are 
organized throughout the 
summer vacation. Check out 
www.junior.centrepompidou.fr 
rience.
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Musée des Arts Décoratifs 
107, rue de Rivoli 
location: 1st Arrondissement 
t: + 33 (0) 1 44 55 57 50  
www.lesartsdecoratifs.fr 
hours: Tue-Sun 11 am to 6 pm, Thu until 9 pm (closed Mon)  
The Musée des Arts Décoratifs was founded in 1905 
by members of the Union Centrale des Arts Décoratifs. 
These were members who were devoted to keeping 
a certain culture alive in France: the culture of the 
arts that seek to make useful things beautiful. Today 
the museum comprises three major areas: decorative 
arts, fashion (mode et textiles), and advertising 
(publicité). The decorative arts collection remains 
one of the largest in the world, with an impressive 
150,000 works sectioned into five chronological 
departments that reach from the Middle Ages to the 
present day. Largely established through gifts and 

tastes of its benefactors  furniture from Peyre, 
Guérin and Maciet, and 600 pieces of jewelry from 
the Vever collection are among the highly varied 
collection. An engrossing selection of artistic tech-
niques are arranged into thematic departments, 
ranging from woodwork, metalwork, and ceramics,  
to the more unusual, such as inlaid straw or bead 
embroidery. For those interested in 19th century 
French fiction, the ornate bed of the courtesan Émi-
lie Louise de la Bigne  who was purportedly the 

Nana is worth a closer inspection.

Lectues, Talks, and More 
Guided tours and workshops 
(led by specialist museum lectur-
ers) are available for individuals, 
families, or groups. Try A Day at 
the Museum thematic tour, which 

meet with creators and profes-
sionals who are regularly invited 
to talk about their chosen field. 
Audio guides also come free with 
ticket purchases.   
Families and Children 
The museum hosts thematic 
tours and workshops (led by 
historians, artists, and fashion 
designers) aimed at young 
people and families; many of 
these are conducted in English  
and Discovery Booklets are available 
to help engage little ones. Chil-
dren of all ages will love the toy 
collection in a dedicated gallery 
comprising more than 12,000 
items, including an assortment 
of dolls, mechanical toys, 
vehicles, and heroes from 
television. 
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